© Copyright 2014
by StudioMarinoni OwnPublishing
Corso Sempione 36
20154 Milano
studio@studiomarinoni.com
EUROPEAN PRACTICE / series
Editor Giuseppe Marinoni
Advisory Board:
Annegret Burg, Giovanni Chiaramonte, Kurt W. Forster, Luigi Mazza,
Giuseppe Marinoni, Luis Raúl Moysén Mason, João Nunes Ferreira,
Santiago Quesada, Pierluigi Salvadeo
Planning of the book and texts Giuseppe Marinoni
Photo Giovanni Chiaramonte © Copyright for the photographs
Translation Huw Evans
Design and cover Vilma Cernikyte
Built in the 2012 after Giuseppe Marinoni’s design had won an international competition, the Learning centre FLA (Lombardy Foundation for the Environment) at Seveso looks on the outside like a primary volume, divided up by vertical fissures and sectioned by the glass front: a wing of the square and proscenium opening onto the town. The rigorous elliptical layout of the plan is in fact a collage of irregular forms suited to a variety of uses: conference rooms, exhibition spaces, offices, a media library. The architectural conception exploits natural light as a means of creating mutable environmental qualities. The artificial lighting, on the other hand, draws attention to the spaces generated inside, visible outside at night as two-dimensional figures projected onto the glass screen of the façade.
The Lombardy Foundation for the Environment FLA is a non-profit organisation and scientific foundation set up by the Lombardy Regional Council in 1986 with the aim of giving support to local public and private agencies in protection of the environment, drawing on an authoritative network of professionals and university teachers. In over twenty years of activity, the expertise of the foundation, increasingly structured around the principal environmental questions, has led to the realisation of numerous projects, allowing it to become a point of reference for research and consciousness-raising at the local and international level.
The purpose of FLA’s activity is to offer high-level scientific advice to political decision-makers and the public, carrying out programmes of research, education and training in the environmental field and, in particular, providing support for the development of an awareness and understanding of the environmental policies of the Lombardy Region and for their promotion through appropriate means of communication. Its close collusion with the academic world in Italy and abroad ensures that the Foundation is kept constantly up-to-date with environmental developments, something that in its collaboration with local bodies translates into a fruitful fund of knowledge that can be used to support concrete policies of governance of the region. These links with the scientific community and accreditation at the secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change have allowed the foundation to build up a network of international expertise of an environmental character in support of the ‘Lombard knowledge system’.
FLA works with the Lombardy Regional Council, the Lombard universities, local authorities and research institutes, performing a concrete service of public utility. An Advisory Board, on which sit the rectors of the universities of Milan, Pavia and Milan-Bicocca, Milan Polytechnic and the Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, oversees the scientific planning. The Foundation, in keeping with its statute that specifies its essentiality, favours the dissemination of environmental culture at all levels; for this reason, it devotes itself to numerous activities of Environmental Education, drawing up teaching syllabi for compulsory education programmes, awarding postgraduate study grants and organizing university master’s degrees and advanced training courses for professionals and public officials in the sector.
In carrying out its activity the Foundation gears the results of its research through the adoption of methodologies based principally on three levels. On the one hand a policy-oriented strategy is adopted for the transfer of technical knowledge to local government operators: an example of this is provided by the studies carried out into integrated risk analysis and regional planning for sustainable development as well as the containment of land take. On the other it offers a scientific product rooted in an expert-based methodology, developed in terms of its juridical and regulatory relevance at a regional level, such as the studies carried out for the preservation of biodiversity in protected areas. And, finally, it makes use of a specific organization of scientific knowledge in the field of climate change to provide support for management of the environment. This technical and multidisciplinary approach has been developed out of the Kyoto Lombardia project.
In 2005 the foundation held an international competition for the design of an FLA Learning centre at Seveso. The site chosen was an interspace used for parking between the Town Hall and the railway station.
The terms of the competition called for a building of 2000 square metres on three levels. The uses were: spaces for conferences, displays and exhibitions on the ground floor; the branch offices of local authorities and the foundation on the first floor; a library and a media library on the second floor. In 2006, out of forty participants coming from a number of European countries, the jury named Giuseppe Marinoni the winner.
His project was chosen for the way it delineated the traits of the identity of the new institution using the means of contemporary architecture - placing itself as an urban icon among Seveso’s other modern monuments like the Villa Bianca and the Town Hall - and for its ability to configure a place of great architectural and urban quality, radiating beneficial effects on the surrounding town. The proposal also envisaged upgrading piazza XXV Aprile to turn it into a unified and landscaped parterre, suited to contemporary modes of use and able to connect the new institution to the town.
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On the outside the building presents the appearance of a primary elliptical volume, divided up by vertical fissures and sectioned by the sharp line of the glass front: a wing of the square and proscenium opening onto the town. The interior on the other hand is an assembly of irregular spaces reorganised into an elliptical shape. This principle of collage makes it possible to compose diverse spaces into a recognizable icon, making the complexity of the interior interact with the simplicity of the exterior.
Glazed fissures, resulting from the principle of aggregation, break up the monolithic volume, signalling the accesses from a distance and making it possible to see into the complex from the surroundings.
The articulated form expresses a twofold value: a landscape one, towards the garden on the Seveso River, where the curved volume faced with wooden planks presents the appearance of a pavilion; an urban one, facing the square, where the large glass wall punctuated by metal uprights delineates the front of a virtual building.
The mediation between institution and town is done by means of the pool of water that duplicates the front. A virtual ‘threshold’, this gives form and figure to the rituals of access.
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Vertical fissures
The vertical and horizontal accumulation of different forms generates internal interspaces, revealed by the clefts that run through the unified elliptical shell from ground to sky. The stratification is laid bare by irregular staggering of the floors and accentuated by the different colours of glass that distinguish the storeys.
The fissures allow light to filter through in different ways over the course of the day, letting the levels interact functionally and visually and relating the uses to the different storeys.
On the ground floor, the Forum. A place open to the public and a flexible space in which to hold conferences, training activities, exhibitions and cultural and recreational events.
On the first floor, the Working club. Work, team meetings, study and research interact here in spatial and visual contact.
On the second floor the Media Library and the Exhibition Space. The terrace-patio helps to generate an introverted and meditative setting, suited to concentration and absorption.
Staircase and services take the form of primary cylinders, built of expanded plate and clad with wooden planks, that pass through the different storeys from the basement that houses the lounge.
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The building takes the form of a self-supporting concrete shell. The boundary wall and the internal ring of columns, laid out in elliptical geometries offset from one another, support three-dimensional coffered floor slabs. The monolithic structure created in this way allows the floor slabs to project strongly, something that is necessary in order to obtain the plenary chamber on the ground floor and the clefts of the vertical fissures. Inside, the concrete of the walls, its surface patterned by the impression left by the formwork, is left visible; on the outside it is faced with boards of Siberian larch, which evoke the formwork used during the process of construction.
The roof of slender wooden beams, supported in turn by slender steel columns, defines in a uniform way the space of the second floor and the canopy of the terrace. The glass walls are punctuated by a vertical pattern of steel uprights and at the same time generate the internal spaces and the vertical slits.
The construction materials - concrete, wood, glass, galvanised steel, expanded plate - are left visible and their material and sensory qualities as exploited as elements of definition of the form.
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The bioclimatic conception of the building: a hybrid of ‘passive systems’ and ‘active systems’. The passive systems are the product of a typological and architectural choice: the orientation of the glass walls to make the most of input from the sun, the compact form to minimise the surfaces through which heat can be lost, heat resistance obtained through massive walls and thick layers of insulation, control of exposure to the sun with selective glass, coloured films and sunscreen curtains.
Elements of symbolic and spatial unification, the vertical fissures are also systems of direct gain: means of capturing the heat of the sun and flues of natural ventilation. They allow light and sunshine to enter in different ways at different times of day and seasons of the year and help to obtain optimal conditions of environmental, thermal and visual comfort.
The active systems adopted, in synergy with the passive systems, make use of geothermal energy in order to keep consumption to a minimum. Heat pumps exploit the temperature of the groundwater for heating in the winter and cooling in the summer, fuelling a system of zoned climate control integrated with heated floors.
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Criteria of flexibility have oriented the conception of the architecture towards a free plan and the use of lightweight and dry-mounted elements of subdivision. In the offices, for a greater adaptability, a principle of subdivision of the workspaces with elements of furnishing and movable walls has been adopted.
But the ground floor in particular shows a high level of performance in use. With the versatility of a theatrical stage, mobile walls, panes of glass and curtains can be manoeuvred to make genuine scene changes, allowing adaptation to the multiple uses required.
With curtains open and mobile walls pulled back the whole space is freed up and made available for festivities, dinners and temporary exhibitions. Closing the black curtains in an ellipse delimits the plenary chamber, with a capacity of between 90 and 250, with the foyer around it. The mobile walls and white curtains can be positioned in various ways to define other configurations: from one to three rooms with seats for 50 people, each with exhibition and reception spaces at the sides.
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The architectural conception, favouring principles of the contemporary presence of different spaces and visual introspection, generates settings that facilitate the mixture of places of work, study, research and training. The interactive situation that is created encourages working activities based on the exchange of knowledge even in informal situations.
The distributive character and the design of the furnishings and fittings transcend the customary typologies of closed office and open office, and generate interacting places of work and study, favouring forms of interpersonal relationship. In this sense the choice to alternate partitions reaching to eye level with floor-to-ceiling dividing walls permits both visual interaction between offices and areas of informal relation or relaxation and the protection of meeting rooms and places of study.
In such an open and relatively informal setting, made complex in part by the simultaneous presence of several activities, the institutional signage becomes a fundamental factor for the orientation of the many visitors to the centre.
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The distinctive atmospheric qualities expressed by the textures of the construction materials and the light dry-mounted materials - concrete, expanded plate, micropore fabrics, coloured glass - are enhanced by the strategic use of artificial lighting. The lighting design contributes to the creation of micro-settings suited to the requirements of the different places and the multiple uses of the building. In this case, just as on a stage, the lights play an active part in the construction of different scenes.
The conception of the lighting design is oriented towards enhancing particular sensorial properties, in close relationship with the architectural conception, which uses natural light as a means of creating mutable environmental qualities over the course of the day. Reacting with the architectural, spatial and material elements, the light takes on numerous autonomous, specific and shifting forms, capable of mixing up continually with reflections and chromatic refractions like in a kaleidoscope.
At night, the spatial values generated inside are projected in two-dimensional figures on the outside on the glass screen of the façade.
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Giuseppe Marinoni (Milan, 1961) is an architect with a PhD in Urban Projects and Policies. He carries out activities of planning and design and research into themes related to the transformation of the contemporary city.
As an architect in his own right and as managing director of StudioMarinoni srl, Giuseppe Marinoni carries out projects of urban planning and design and architectural and landscape design in Italy and abroad (Milan, Rome, Bergamo, Abbiategrasso, Seveso, Novara, Venice, Paris, Berlin, Oslo, Rotterdam, Cologne, Frankfurt, Siauliai, Seoul). His clients include governments, local authorities and institutional and private investors. Among other awards and marks of recognition, in 2006 he won the international competition for the Centro Studi FLA, as well as the one for the Urban Project of the Portasud Intermodal Centre in Bergamo, in 2007 he won the international competition for the Feasibility Study of the MOVIcentro in Novara, in 2009 he won the tender for the PGT (Territorial Administration Plan) of Abbiategrasso, while in 2010 he won the ‘Gateway to Milan’ international competition for Malpensa Airport with the ‘Magic Threshold’ project. Working as a consultant to governments, authorities and private investors, he has been called on as an expert to organise international competitions of architecture and sit on juries. Since September 2009 he has been a member of the Landscape Commission of the municipality of Milan. He teaches architectural design and urban planning at the Faculty of Architecture of Milan Polytechnic.
In 2011 he founded the publishing house SMOwnPublishing, with the aim of bringing out books on architecture, photography and landscape.
His writings and projects have appeared in the principal magazines of architecture in Italy and abroad. He has published the books Metamorfosi del Progetto Urbano (2005), Infrastrutture nel Progetto urbano (2006), Il Social Housing (2009) and Centro studi FLA Learning Centre (2012). The books Evolving European City, Giuseppe Terragni’s Casa Rustici and Recycling Landscape are in course of publication.
The EUROPEAN PRACTICE series has been launched with the intention of providing means of in-depth analysis to all those who are engaged or interested in urban, architectural and landscape design. The objective is to explore those practices of intervention and approaches that set out to transform or introduce innovations into contemporary cities and landscapes, looking at concrete cases and the specific nature of situations. The authors of the books in this series are architects, landscape designers, photographers and artists who, with a common interest in acting within the complexity and the conflicts of the contemporary European city, share with readers reflections that have emerged over the course of their work, as they have put their tools of the trade to the test.
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