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The vertical and horizontal
accumulation of different forms generates internal interspaces, revealed by the
clefts that run through the unified elliptical shell from ground to sky. The
stratification is laid bare by irregular staggering of the floors and
accentuated by the different colours of glass that distinguish the storeys. 
The fissures allow light to
filter through in different ways over the course of the day, letting the levels
interact functionally and visually and relating the uses to the different
storeys.
On the ground floor, the
Forum. A place open to the public and a flexible space in which to hold
conferences, training activities, exhibitions and cultural and recreational
events.
On the first floor, the
Working club. Work, team meetings, study and research interact here in spatial
and visual contact.
On the second floor the Media
Library and the Exhibition Space. The terrace-patio helps to generate an
introverted and meditative setting, suited to concentration and absorption.
Staircase and services take
the form of primary cylinders, built of expanded plate and clad with wooden
planks, that pass through the different storeys from the basement that houses
the lounge.
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  Plan of the ground floor
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  Plan of the first floor. Plan of the basement
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  Plan of the second floor. Plan of the roof
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  Southern entrance with mobile walls open
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  Southern entrance with mobile walls pulled back
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  Ground floor, looking towards South
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  Ground floor, looking towards West
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  Ground floor, looking towards North



  



  



  
    [image: image 9]
  

  First floor, from the entrance
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  First floor, between fissure and façade
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  Second floor, looking towards the staircase and service
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  Second floor, from the entrance
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  Second floor, looking towards the vertical fissure
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  Second floor, looking towards West
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  Second floor, looking towards the patio
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  Second floor, the patio
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  Second floor, looking towards the outside
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  Section D-D
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  Section A-A
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  Section B-B
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  Details
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  Details



  



  



  
    [image: image 23]
  

  
    

  



  
    [image: image 24]
  

  Ground floor, the vertical fissure
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  First floor, the vertical fissure
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    The vertical fissure from below
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The distinctive atmospheric qualities expressed by the textures of the construction materials and the light dry-mounted materials - concrete, expanded plate, micropore fabrics, coloured glass - are enhanced by the strategic use of artificial lighting. The lighting design contributes to the creation of micro-settings suited to the requirements of the different places and the multiple uses of the building. In this case, just as on a stage, the lights play an active part in the construction of different scenes.
The conception of the lighting design is oriented towards enhancing particular sensorial properties, in close relationship with the architectural conception, which uses natural light as a means of creating mutable environmental qualities over the course of the day. Reacting with the architectural, spatial and material elements, the light takes on numerous autonomous, specific and shifting forms, capable of mixing up continually with reflections and chromatic refractions like in a kaleidoscope.
At night, the spatial values generated inside are projected in two-dimensional figures on the outside on the glass screen of the façade.
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  Lighting design, ground floor
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  Lighting design: second floor, first floor, basement
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  Night view
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  Night view with internal lighting
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  Night view towards the North
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  General lighting, energy-saving lighting
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  Night view of the façade
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The EUROPEAN PRACTICE series has been launched with the intention of providing means of in-depth analysis to all those who are engaged or interested in urban, architectural and landscape design. The objective is to explore those practices of intervention and approaches that set out to transform or introduce innovations into contemporary cities and landscapes, looking at concrete cases and the specific nature of situations. The authors of the books in this series are architects, landscape designers, photographers and artists who, with a common interest in acting within the complexity and the conflicts of the contemporary European city, share with readers reflections that have emerged over the course of their work, as they have put their tools of the trade to the test.

  


1 Centro Studi FLA Learning Centre
2 Urban Landscape Strategies – Progetti urbani e di paesaggio
3 Urban Landscape Strategies
4 Progetti urbani e di paesaggio
5 Centro Studi FLA
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